ON THE ANCIENT METALLURGY OF CORNWALL.

A rarEr was read by Mr. Alfred Tylor, F.6.s., “ On
the Ancient Metallurgy of Cornwall.”

The geological conclusions of the writer were
summed up as follows: So far as I am able to judge,
there seems to be more than an accidental resemblance
between the geological position of the stream tin
gravels of Cornwall and the post-tertiary or quarternary
beds of the East of England. We have, speaking
generally, the following sections in each locality:
Cornwall.—(1) surface-soil ; (2) peat and buried trees,
containing traces of man, over or underlaid with
marine clay, and silt marked by the presence of
scrobioularia piperata ; (3) sands and gravels, contain-
ing marine shells of more northern character than
the present fauna; (4) rough river gravel and sand,
the rolled gravel and stream tin deposits in old
channels, as at Marazion. East Anglia.—(1) surface-
soil ; (2) fen, peat, and buried forests, with fen silt of
exactly the same character; (8) sands and gravels,
with marine shells of somewhat northern character;
(4) coarse river gravel and sand; (5) rolled gravel,
and possibly Crag in old channcls, as at Antwerp and
the bays of Suffolk. Now these underlying rough
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gravels (No. 4) I have shown to be very much older
than the overlying beds, as proved by the following
peculiarities: 1. The overlying beds belong to the
most recent of geological times, passing into the
period of modern beaches. They possess a fauna
like that of the present. 2. The underlying beds, on
the other hand, belong to an older date, since which
great physical changes, in the form of estuaries and
of river courses, have occurred, such as at Antwerp
and the south coasts of England, and the fauna is
not a recent one in the same locality. 4. From the
position, as regards the sea level and distribution of
the fauna of such beds, and from other data, I believe
them to be of glacial or in some cases of pre-glacial
age, or of their pluvial equivalents, and deposited in
channels opened in the early Crag period.



