NOTES ON THE FOSSIL FORAMINIFERA OF
THE ST. ERTH CLAY PITS.

By ForTESCUE WILLIAM MILLETT.

THE amount of time required to work out the fauna
- of a deposit, so rich in microzoa as the St. Erth clay,
is so considerable, that it has been judged advisable
to take this opportunity of calling attention to the
subject, rather than to wait for the completion of an
exhaustive report.

There are in the St. Erth clay-pits, at least three
kinds of fossiliferous clays, bearing a general resem-
blance in the organisms which they contain, but at
the same time differing slightly in detail. These
organisms consist of mollusca, polyzoa, ostracoda,
foraminifera, and various remains of echinodermata.
Omitting the mollusca, they are so abundant and so
evenly distributed, that any portion of the clay the
size of a pea, taken at random, will certainly be found
to contain a considerable number of specimens.

The list of foraminifera appended treats only of
those varieties, which are most common in this de-
posit, leaving new and doubtful forms for further

- consideration.

The most noticeable feature in the foraminifera of
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this deposit, is the utter absence of the arenaceous

 forms, not one specimen having yet been observed.
The porcellanous forms are very fine individually, but
do not occur in any great variety. Of the hyaline
genera, Lagena is exceedingly well represented, in
variety of forms, as well as in number of specimens.
Next comes Discorbina, in which the examples, mostly
of the D. parisiensis type, are as large and fine as any
known.

The commonest form of all, is a variety of the
plano-convex Polystomella, constituting the genus
Faujasina of d'Orbigny. Hitherto this has been
found only in the Upper Cretaceous formation of
Maestricht, and in the Eocene of the environs of
Paris.

Another very fine forin is the Rotalia punctato-
granosa of Seguenza, found by him in the Upper
Miocene of Reggio, in Calabria, Italy. It has not
hitherto been recorded from any other locality or
formation.

Most of the specimens are in excellent condition,
being as clear in substance and sharp in sculpture as
the recent ones to be found washed up on our shores
at the present time.

Taken as a whole they indicate such a fauna as
might be found in the shallow seas of a sub-tropical
climate. In all probability they belong to the
Tertiary period, but their exact position cannot be
determined without further investigation.



of the St. Erth Clay Pits.

LIST OF FORAMINIFERA

FROM THE CLAY OF 8T. ERTH.

Miliolina tricarinata, d’Orb.
oblonga, Montagu, sp.
seminulum, Linn,
brongniartii, @’Ord.
subrotunda, Montagu, sp.
secans, d’Orb.
selerotica, Karrer.

Spiroloculina limbata, d’Orb.

Textularia saggitula, Defrance.

Bulimina elegantissima, d’'0rb.
marginata, d’Orb.
pupoides, d’Orbd.

Virgulina Schreibersii, Czjzek.

Bolivina plicata, d’Orb.
punctata, d'Orb.
dilatata, Reuss.
leevigata, Williamson, sp.

Cassidulina levigata, d’Orb.
crassa, d’Orb.
oblonga, d’Orb.

Lagena levis, Montugu, sp.
gracillima, Seguenza, sp.
apiculata, Reuss, sp.
globosa, Montagu, sp.
squamosa, Montagu, sp.
melo, d’Orbd, sp.
caudata, d’Ord.
sulcata, Walker and Jacob.
striata, d’Ord.
semistriata, Williamson.
marginata, Walker and Jacob.
lucida, Williamson.
levigata, Reuss.
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Lagena ornata, Williamson, sp.
orbignyans, Seguenza, sp.
quadrata, Williamson.
var. semialata, Balkwill and Millett.
lyellii, Seguenza.
trigono-oblonga, Seguenza.
trigono-marginata, Parker and Jones.
Nodosaria pyrula, d’Orb.
Dentalina brevis, Reuss.
guttifera, d’'Orbd.
Cristellaria crepiduls, Fichtel and Moll.
rotulata, Lamarck, sp.
Polymorphina communis, d’Orb.
oblonga, Williamson.
compressa, d’Orb.
Uvigerina angulosa, Williamson.
Globigerina bulloides, d'Orb.
Discorbina globularis, d’Orb, sp.
parisiensis, d’Orb, sp.
rosacea, d’Orb, sp.
orbicularis, Terquem, sp.
Truncatulina lobatula, Walker, sp.
ungeriana, d’Orb, sp.
haidingeri, d’Orb, sp.
Pulvinulina elegans, d’0Orb, sp.
auricula, Fichtel and Moll., sp.
Rotalia beccarii, Linn.
punctato-granosa, Sequenza.
nitida, Williamson.
calcar, d’Ord, sp.
Patellina corrugata, Williamson.
Faujasina, sp.
Polystomella striato-punctata, Fichtel and Moll., sp.
crispa, Linn, sp,
macella, Fichtel and Moll., sp.
craticulata, Fichtel and Moll., sp.
Nonionina depressula, Walker and Jacob, sp.
scapha, Fichtel and Moll., sp.
stelligera, d’Orb.
umbilicatula, Montagu, sp.



