ON A ROCK RESEMBLING LUXULLIANITE,

FROM ST. JUST;

AND ON SOME GLOBULAR MASSES OF SCHORL-ROCK FROM
DING DONG MINE.

By C. LE NEVE FosTER, B.A., D.8C., F.G.8.

Tae rock known as Luxullianite consists of large
pinkish crystals of orthoclase, imbedded in a ground-
mass of schorl and quartz. It is what the Germans
have called tourmaline granite. It was minutely
described last year by the Rev. T. G. Bonney
(Mtneralogical Magazine, vol. i. p. 15), who regards it
as an altered granite.

I have lately found specimens of a somewhat
similar rock, not tn situ unfortunately, but as blocks
scattered on the surface, near Letcha farm, about a
mile S.W. from St. Just. The component minerals,
however, do not exist in the same proportions as in
the Luxullian specimen. In these orthoclase pre-
dominates ; whereas in the St. Just rock the white or
brownish-white orthoclase crystals, lie comparatively
sparsely interspersed in the groundmass, which is a
granular mixture of quartz and schorl. Closer ex-
amination reveals orthoclase crystals in all stages of
decomposition. Some exhibit a few spots of schorl,
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whilst in others the original mineral is almost entirely
gone, and its place more or less completely filled up
by schorl and quartz. We meet with many cavities
shaped like felspar crystals, and lined with crystals of
quartz and schorl, and finally there are the complete
pseudomorphs of these minerals after the felspar.

For my own part, I have no hesitation in calling
this rock an altered granite. It appears to me to be
a transition, or passage rock, between true granite
and true schorl rock. I believe if we could meet
with a section of it in situ that the evidence of the
passage would be very clear.

The globular masses of schorl rock found in Ding
Dong mine are somewhat curious, and deserve a
passing notice. . ‘

In clearing out a level where the soft granite had
burst in shortly after it had been driven, numerous
more or less round lumps of schorl-rock were dis-
covered lying loose. They are from an inch to four
or five inches in diameter, with a rough surface.
They appear to consist simply of quartz, schorl, and
a little kaolin; and one specimen exhibits kaolin
apparently pseudomorphous after orthoclase. No
doubt, as in nearly every other instance, this schorl-
rock has been formed by the alteration of granite;
but it is curious that the metamorphic action gave
rise to these forms.



