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Notice accompanying specimens of Opal, from Mewico.

By JOHN RULE, Esq.,

MEMBER OF THE S80CIETY.

A FEW years since, I presented a few specimens of opal to the
society which I brought from Mexico. Since then I have had an
opportunity of visiting the hill or mountain in which this substance
is found, situated about six leagues from the town of Zimapan,
and one league from the river Montezuma, on its right bank.

I now beg to send to the society specimens of the different kinds
of rock of which the mountain is composed ; they are found in
irregular masses, or layers, presenting an appearance of imperfect
stratification, the opal being found in the crevices or hollow joints,
and sometimes in small veins which occur in exploring the interior.

Very little opal at first presented itself to view, it appearing that
what had been exposed had been taken away, and in order fo
obtain specimens, it was necessary to employ miners to breek’
down a portion of the rock, in uncertainty whether any would be
found to reward the labour.

I employed two men about a month in that way, and was repaid
by a few specimens, which were only a slight compensation for the
cost incurred. T have no doubt, however, from what 1 have seen,
that the mountain contains much more of this beautiful mineral,
of which I also send a few pieces to the society, together with
some specimens of other substances found near the base of the
opal hill,

I beg to send you also a few specimens of the basaltic columns
of Regla, near Real del Monte, containing (I believe) zeolite.
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