NOTE ON PITCHBLENDE IN CORNWALL.

By RICEAB:D PEARCE, F.G.8.

THE recent discovery of pitchblende at Wheal Owles,
St. Just, is interesting, as affording a new locality for
this mineral; and I have no doubt the Society has
already been favoured with particulars of its occur-
rence in that district.

I am induced to offer a few remarks relative to the
conditions under which this mineral has been found
in Cornwall. '

Pitchblende almost invariably occurs associated
with other rare Cornish minerals, and the laws which
appear to regulate its deposit in various localities are
strikingly analogous.

At St. Austell Consols it was found with nickel and
cobalt ores, and a quantity of this valuable mineral
was sold as an ore of uranium.

At Dolcoath, where I found it in 1859, it was
associated with native bismuth and arsenical cobalt
in a matrix of red compact quartz and purple fluor
spar.

At South Tresavean I discovered it in 1863 with
kupfer-nickel, native silver, and rich argentiferous
galena.
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I believe in all the localities I have named it was
found in little veins crossing the lodes.

The St. Just pitchblende, however, so far as I
have been able to ascertain, does not occur under
similar conditions to those I have before named. I
have found, however, traces of lead and silver in the
Wheal Owles mineral.

In the specimen which Mr. Boyns was kind enough
to send me, I find the physical characters differ some-
what from pitchblende found in other localities in
the county. The colour is reddish-brown; structure,
somewhat lamellar; specific gravity, 4:95.

The peculiar grouping of certain minerals, and
their relation to the rocks in which they occur, is a
subject meriting more attention than it has hitherto
received from English mineralogists, and no better
field than Cornwall can be found for study in this
particular direction.



