ON THE

DISCOVERY OF ORGANIC REMAINS IN THE ROCKS
OF NELLY'S COVE, NEAR PORTHALLA;

AND OF

SOME CURIOUS ORGANIC-LIKE MASSES IN A QUARRY NEAR HAYLE.

By C. W. PEAcH, A.LS,
Corresponding Member of the Society.

O~ the 3rd of May last, when looking over in your
museum the Boase collection of the rock specimens
of Cornwall, one of limestone (No. 738), from near
Porthalla, arrested my attention. A slight examina-
tion satisfied me that it was fossiliferous. At my
request the authorities kindly got it partly polished,
and then crinoids and corals were clearly shown. The
specimen and fossils are much like masses got by me
west of the Van, in St. Austell Bay, now in your
museum. From being long of opinion that fossils
might be found between the Narehead and Mount's
Bay, this discovery was so interesting that I resolved
to go to Porthalla, and try to refind the rock Dr.
Boase took the specimen from. I was to have had
company. Unfortunately, the weather was so wet and
stormy, I had to go alone. In addition to the pelting
rain—with the exception of one day out of the five—
the tides did not serve for beach-ranging. Despite
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these drawbacks, I tried all possible, both under and
on the top of the cliffs, from Porthalla to beyond the
Nare point on one side, and on the other some
distance beyond the serpentine rocks. I also made a
slight examination at *“ Proustock ” (Porthoustock). I
was not fortunate enough to find the limestone of Dr.
Boase. Had I been in possession of the information
since received, in all probability better luck would
have befallen me, and I should not have stuck so
close to the sea-coast. The following extract from a
letter from Dr. Boase of the 22nd ult. may be useful
should any of the working bees of your society go
to Porthalla—*“1T heard from my friend Henwood of
your interesting discovery of organic remains in a
specimen of limestone near Porthalla, and have since
seen in the papers reports of your researches on this
subject. I have read over the part of my communi-
cation to the Geological Society of Cornwall, and
have tried to recall the matter to memory; but a
period of about forty years makes the recollection
very unreliable; but as far as I can penetrate the
gloom, I think the specimen was broken from a point
of rock cropping out of waste ground on the top of the
hill on the road from Porthalla to the Lizard.”

I saw this rock across the deep valley on my left
hand as I went on the footpath from St. Keverne to
Porthalla, but did not go to it, being assured by several
that it was the same kind of rock (serpentine) as that
which shows in the cliff on the right of Porthalla
Cove. For once—1I suppose owing to the wet weather
and weariness from cliff ranging—1I did not examine
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for myself, a most unusual thing in these matters
with me. Thus I lost the prize; however, I hope
some one will soon get it. My journey was not alto-
gether fruitless; for in Nelly's Cove, between tide
marks, in the rocks which show above the sand before
reaching the high ridge on which the raised beach
rests (as represented by Mr. De la Beche at page 431,
fig. 80, of his Geological Report), I got blackened
masses in a dark grey rock ; one piece is evidently a
portion of an Orthoceras.

Similar blackened ones are in the collection in
your museum from Fowey, Polruan, &c., and it would
be well to compare them. I regret that the specimen
is so obscure. With me there is no doubt. I have
shown it to one well up in fossil lore, and am fully
borne out in my opinion. The other specimens from
that locality I say nothing farther about than that
many such are found with the organisms in the rocks
of Polruan, &c., and they are no doubt portions of
mutilated organisms. The cliffs, quartz cairns, rocks,
&c., remind me much of those of Goran Haven, the
Deadman, and Veryan, &c. I think the quartz at
the Nare is a continuation of that at Goran Haven,
Caerhayes, and Veryan, and that if very carefully
examined will be found to be fossiliferous.

QUARRY AT HAYLE.

At Miss E. Carne’s request, I accompanied that
lady and Miss Batten to Hayle for the purpose of
examining the rocks there, and in the quarry oppo-
site the mineral floors we got several nice pieces of
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curiously striated rock in situ (evidently not slicken-
gides), much like impressions of calamites, so much so
that had they turned up in a coal-field, I should have
considered them truly so. One specimen I left in
your museum ; unfortunately, I did not keep one for
myself. I refer to these specimens from having read
in the September number of the Geological Magazine,
page 893, the account of ““Fossils in Eophyton Sand-
stone in Sweden.” The paper is illustrated with three
plates: in plate xi. fig. 8 is one so like the Hayle
specimens, that it would be well to search farther,
and if shells (linguls) also turn up, then probably we
shall have the equivalent of the Eophyton sandstone
in Cornwall. I saw at the Geological Rooms, when
in London in June last, some of the Swedish speci-
mens of Eophyton sandstone with the fossils. Not a
vestige of organic matter was to be seen. After seeing
these and the plates, and having read the paper above
alluded to, rest assured if the Swedish specimens are
truly organisms, so are the Hayle ones ; and I hope that
you will soon re-discover the Porthalla limestone, and
work out the Eophyton (?) riddle too. I forbear any
remark on the geology and rocks, dealing only with
fossils; for I fear I have intruded too long already.

5th Novc'm,b.cr, 1869.



