Notice of the discovery of Serpentine, and of its associated Rocks,
in the parish of St. Veep, near Fomwey.

By CHARLES WILLIAM PEACH, Esq,

CORRESPONDING MEMBRE OF THE S0CIETY.

LasT Muy, in one of my rambles in the parish of St. Veep, I
found on Tancreek farm, almost at the foot of the hill, near Tallow
Water, a stone quarry where materials had been raised for the
roads: the dark colouring and nature of the stone, with its position
between the slates, attracted my attention ; I therefore commenced
a careful examination, and was rewarded by finding beautiful
Jibrous asbestus in small veins, between the dark masses, and por-
tions of the same mineral prettily blended with fibrous quartz,
the shining and delicate whiteness of the asbestus contrasting
curiously with the coarser and darker strips of quartz; also, very
hard and curious diallage, with other rocks which I now find to
be dark green serpentine, the colour very much like that of the
Clicker rocks and those of Veryan; also, a soft yellowish rock
speckled with dark green, of a soapy feel, which is probably an
impure steatite ; in larger masses I found an exceedingly soft rock
of a close texture, which may be easily cut with a knife, and when
rubbed briskly with the hand, or a woollen cloth, gives out a smell
like that of bone when turned in a lathe ;—this I believe to be
Ppotstone, Associated with this is a felspathic rock, which gives
faint shades on being turned in various lights like labradorite,
probably slaty felspar ; it is not plentiful. The whole is traversed
by veins of quartz, amorphous as well as crystallized. The whole
mass is broken into small pieces, and, with the exception of the
asbestus, is very difficult to make out until washed or well rubbed.
At present it has not been quarried deeper than twelve or thirteen
yards, and is about the same in breadth; it has a northerly dip.
The slates on each side are nearly vertical, and broken to pieces:
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those on the western side are fossiliferous, but, from their injured
state, very difficult to make out.

No doubt the rock would become harder if quarried deeper,
and, from its peculiar position on the side of the hill, this might
be done to advantage: and, in that case, a better material might
be obtained for the roads, which at present is much wanted.

I am not aware that this locality for serpentine has been noticed
before, and this must be my apology for laying this short Notice
before the society. I beg to add that it holds an intermediate
place between the serpentine of the Clicker rocks and that of

Duporth beach, and is not far out of the line (N.E. and S.W.)
of that of Veryan and the Lizard.

Custom House, Fowey,
13th Oct., 1846.



