
On the Fossil Geology of Cornwall. 

By CHARLES WILLIAM PEACH, ESQ. 

COBRESPONDINO MEMBER OP THE SOCIETY. 

IN the various Papers I have had the honour of laying before your 
Society, I have given an account of the localities where I have 
found organic remains imbedded in the rocks :—although I cannot 
now forward you any thing of particular moment, I have picked 
up a little which I feel a great pleasure in offering to your notice. 
You are aware that I have lately removed to this place, and that I 

have entered upon quite a new sphere; both circumstances have 
occupied nearly the whole of my time, and this must plead for the 

poverty of my communication. I deem this explanation necessary, 
to show that your kindness has not been forgotten for trifling 

things; and at the same time to say that in some measure I am 

indebted to your Society for the delightful change which has taken 

place in my affairs. 
In July last, on my return from Cambridge, I came from 

Plymouth by the slow train to this place. I observed that the 
rocks nearly the whole of the way were fossiliferous, in many 
places, however, very obscurely so. On the hill,—which has been 

recently cut down, just before reaching Polberrick in St. Ger-
mans, I found joints of crinoidea and corals; and about a 

quarter-a-mile on the western side, under the wood, are two 

quarries, the stones from which have been used to build the 
wall on the side of the newly-made road which leads from 

the main one : in the first I got some splendid stems of encrinites, 

also portions of corals and shells; in this quarry are thin seams 
of limestone: in the one farther in, the limestone is much more 

abundant; it is dark grey, and contains great quantities of 

crinoidea, so thickly imbedded, as to give it almost a crystalline 
appearance. It is interesting, from this spot to beyond the Looes, 
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to notice the abundance of the fossils, and to trace the various 
rocks by them : some are of exceeding beauty. 

I have also found stems of crinoidea in a dark slate, about four 
miles and a half up the Fowey river, in the parish of St. Veep, op-
posite Ethy rock, near Lerrin. An attempt was made some years 
ago to work a quarry there for roofing-slates: it was soon aban-
doned, from their bad quality. This latter discovery is of interest, 
from the near approach to the granitic rocks in the vicinity of 
Lostwithiel. 

I send for your acceptance a large specimen of limestone, being 
the half of a rounded block I got out of a conglomerate near 
Porth Luney, St. Michael's, Carhayes ; it contains great quantities 
of orthoceratites: I observed a spirifer in a fragment which came 
off it. I would here observe that I am indebted to the kindness 
of J. T. Treifry, Esq., of Place, for the cutting and polishing of 
this specimen. I feel the more so from his having caused work 
of his own to be laid aside, for the express purpose of getting this 
ready in time, and I feel it ought to be considered as the donation 
of that gentleman rather than mine. As you have allotted a part 
of your museum for the reception of Cornish fossils, I trust it will 
be found fit to occupy a portion of that space. 

CHARLES W. PEACH. 

Custom House, Fowey, 
13th Oct., 1845. 


