IX.—Some account of Ancient Circles and other
remains on Botrea hill, in the Parish of
Sancred; with Remarks on the origin of
Hill-Castles.

" By T. F. BARHAM, M. B.

MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY.
(Read October, 1826.)
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As far as I have been able to discover, the
ancient remains here alluded to are not noticed
by Dr. Borlase, nor by any of the other writers
on the Antiquities of this county. The present
communication has its origin in the researches
of an intelligent gentleman at present on a visit
in this neighbourhood, whose attention was
attracted to the spot by the circumstance of an
ancient urn or pot being found in a neighbouring
barrow by some labourers. They are situated
on the summit of Botrea hill in an estate of
John Scobell, Esq. of Nancealverne. The
relics here mentioned are not very different in
kind from many others already known and
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described ; but monuments so ancient must, in
every instance in which they occur, be consi-
dered as interesting objects ; and I cannot doubt
that the Society will think it proper that some
account of such discoveries should be laid before
it whenever they are made.

On‘the top of Botrea hill, a very elevated
situation, and commanding a remarkably fine
view of all the surrounding scenery, there are
to be seen, besides some large barrows of loose
stones, three very remarkable circles, with their
centres placed in a line from north to south,
and at a distance of about 100 yards from each
other. They are formed by a low wall or bank,
consisting partly of earth and partly of loose
stones, which last, although lying about in dis-
order, may be perceived by some portions
remaining, to have been formerly built up in a
more regular manner, although, as is the case in
all circles of this kind, without cement. The
area of these circles within, is slightly elevated
above the level of the ground without, in one

~of them not less than 18 inches. That towards
the south is the most perfect in respect to the -
size and preservation of its wall; the middle
one less so, and the most northern the least so
of all. Their diameters are as follow : that of
the southernmost 60 feet, that of the middle.
90 feet, and .that of the northernmost 98 feet,.
VOL. I BB ‘
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It is net improbable that these circles may be
no more than the bases of large barrows, the.
stones of which have been removed; but of this.
I cannot be certain. Within each of thesecircles
may be discovered imperfect tumulior elevations
of the soil, as well as certain stones artificially
drranged, indicating without doubt the precise
spots of ancient burial. Dr. Borlase has already
acquainted us, that among other uses of circular
monuments in this county, one was to enclose
spots set apart for the burial of persons of some
distinction, in times before the yards surround-
ing churches were consecrated for that purpose.
He produces strongly marked instances to show
that such places were often appropriated to
particular families, and received many tenants
successively. The present discovery affords a
confirmation of this statement. One of the
little tumuli within the middle circle was dug
open, and some siones, placed so as to enclose
and roof over a vaulted cavity, (A, see Plate)
were soon discovered. On these being raised,
a round earthen pot or urn was found standing
in the midst, containing as it appeared a mixture
of earth and ashes. The pot was of a cylindrical
figure, relieved toward the upper margin by a
slight increase of thickness without any orna-
ment except a few indented strokes, and of very
coarse manufacture. Amidst its other con-
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tents was a flint wrought into a shape much
~ resembling that of a common fire-lock, and some
pieces of charcoal in perfect preservation. The
flint was probably fixed originally in a wooden
handle, to form some species of weapon, such as
we still meet with among savages. The pot
was not inverted as they are sometimes found,
but standing upright on a large piece of granite,
which formed the bottom of the cavity. It
occupied only one of two rude cells which this
cavity contained, the other being found empty.
The whole cavity was walled by large stones
placed on end, and was about 3 feet 6 inches
long, by 2 feet wide. (C, see Plate.)

Further researches in the northern circle
discovered one of the monuments (B) which
Dr. Borlase calls a Kist-vaen, that is, a hollow
walled grave. The bottom and sides were
found lined with flat stones, defective, however,
in some parts, and the size of the whole corres-
ponding with that of the human figure. (D)
It appeared at first sight to contain nothing but
dark mould, but in turning this over, two ancient
flint arrow heads were thrawn up, one partially
broken, (E) the other entire, wrought very neat-
ly to a sharp point, and with barbs projecting
backwards. These are placed on your table,
and while their workmanship excites our admi-
ration, they eonfirm our belief in-the yery early
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origin of these monuments, since they must
be referred to an age when the use of iron was
unknown in this district, and that could hardly
be much posterior to the commencement of the
Christian sera. - :
Having stated these particulars, I have not
much to add in the way of remark. Dr. Borlase
observes that simple barrows are numerous,
and indicate no particular distinction in the
persons over whom they were raised, since a
single one is often found to contain very nume-
rous urns; but when barrows or tumuli are
situated within the limits of circular entrench-
ments, he regards them as monuments of persons
of eminence. His remarks on the subject
appear very reasonable, and it is a confirmation
of them that the barrows within circles seldom
contain more than a very few urns. As to the
authors of these monuments, it is generally
agreed that they are the works of the ancient
Britons, previously to the establishment of the
Christian religion. It is also thought probable
that the circles surrounding the tumuli were
consecrated to some rites of the Druidical
religion, which in some way connected itself, as
_most others have done, with places of sepulture.
The circles on Botrea hill, of which I have
been speaking, are evidently of quite a different
character from many of the other circular
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entrenchments with which the summits of the
neighbouring hills are crowned. These last are
as evidently the remains of military works as
the former are of religious or sepulchral. No
one can doubt of this for a moment, who has
attentively examined the complicate and massy
structures of Castle Andinas and Castle Chén:
nor is the same intent less evident in the lines
of circumvallation which divide most of the
rocky peninsulas of the coast from the mainland.
A narrow gateway, a thick and strong wall
built up perpendicularly on the land side and
:sloping gradually on the other, indicate unequi-
vocally that these natural fortresses have been
seized and improved by some that sought to
protect themselves against enemies who over-
ran the open country. ‘ :
It is well known that these military works,
both on the hills and on the rocky headlands,
are attributed by Dr. Borlase to the Danes, and
have given occasion to a good deal of contro-
versy, some writers adopting his opinion and
some opposing it. Although it is confessed,
that many ancient encampments, both Danish
and British, are to be met with, still it would"
seem that nothing is known, in regard to the
style of fortification, adopted by either, suffici-
ently distinctive to serve as a test on the present
oocasion ; it must, therefore; be evident that in
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ascribing these castles to one of these parties
rather than the other, our judgment must be
determined chiefly by general considerations.
‘These are too often vague and inconclusive, and
after all that can be advanced, unless we are
prepared to believe without evidence, we must-
be content to leave the origin of our hill-castles
in much of that obscurity in which so many ages
have involved it. I fear it is to little purpose

“that one great antiquarian has mustered six or
seven, as he thinks, strong arguments in favor
of the Danish hypothesis : they are two-edged
weapons, and may be made to cut as keenly
the other way.

He thinks that the native Britons would not
have crowded so many fortifications in so small
a tract of country. But does it not appear
still less likely that the Danes should have
doneso? We have no evidence whatever from
history, that any large body of Danes ever took
up their quarters for any length of time in this
part of the country at all; all that we read of
is their sailing round the coasts, and making
marauding descents on the country as they
went along. Their object was rapine and plun-

" der, and where these were to be carried on,
there was their scene of action. This narrow
extremity of the land could not have afforded
them that pastime long, and it therefore is not
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likely that any considerable body of Danes
would take up a permanent station in it. And
if they did, as they lived in the style of military
encampment, it is not easy to conceive what
could induce them to distribute their forces
into such a number of minate fortresses, in
which they might so much more easily be cut’
off and destroyed by the incensed natives. By
_the history, also, of those days, it would appear
that the Danes generally kept together in con-
siderable bodies. On the other hand the native
Britons, ever dreading sudden attacks from'
these maritime invaders, would be glad to have
as many strong holds as possible, that some
might always be found near at hand, into which
their families and cattle, as well as their fight-
ing men, might withdraw for temporary pro-
tection. Perhaps most of the leading men of
the country were in the habit of constructing
- such castles for the protection of their families
and dependents; such an idea seems well to
account for the frequency of them. Some of
them may also have been built for the protec-
tion of the Druid temples, of which this extre-
mity of Cornwall, like the Isle of Angleseain
Wales, seems: to have been a principal strong
hold. -
-Dr. Borlase further argues for the Danish
origin of these works from -their-being . found-
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chiefly near the sea, as enabling those robbers to
keep up communication with their fleet: but it
may be answered, that the sea-coast is also the
situation in which the natives stood most in need.
of them, as being more liable in such a situation
te sudden attacks, than the more inland inha-
bitants. In fact, however, remains of this kind
are thickly dispersed through every part of this
county. He argues also from their being dis-
mantled ; but might not the Danes or Saxons
find it as much their interest to dismantle the
Cornish fortresses when they over-ran the
country, as at times they did, as the Cornish to
dismantle theirs ? He observes further, that the
Danes fortified these rocky peninsulas to pro-
tect their landing places. But if one examines
the spots in question, one finds them so wild
and dangerous, that it may be justly thought
improbable that they would erect a fortress,
and station a garrison, to cover alanding which
could- rarely be effected. Nor could they be
needed, because if the Danes were able to erect
all these fortresses, they were also able to land
where they could do it conveniently, and march
through the country in whatever direction they
pleased. On the whole, I think we may fairly
doubt, whether the hills and promontories of
West Penwith afforded a situation in which
the Danes were at all likely to take up any
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permanent quarters. Tt was essential to these
invaders to communicate with, and to protect
their fleet, on the assistance of which all their
schemes and even their salvation depended.
We find from the Saxon records, that when
they wintered in Britain, it was their custom to
drag their ships far up into the navigable rivers,
or to secure them in the best harbours. It is
doubtful whether any secure winter station for
their ships could at that time have been found
in this neighbourhood: the best probably
would have been the mouth of Hayle river.
But had their ships been stationed there, and
themselves in fortresses on the hills and pro-
montories near the Land’s-End, it is evident
that their positions could not cover their naval
‘station, or secure them any retreat by sea, in
case they should not be able to maintain their
ground in the field.

These considerations may, perhaps, be suffi-
‘cient to show, that it is at least very doubtful
whether there be any better reasons for assign-
' ing these interesting works to the Danes, than to
our own British aneestors; and éertainly; in the
defect of positive proof, it seems more reasonable
to ascribe the monuments of a country to that
people by whom we know it to have been always
inhabited, than to strangers of whom we are

not certain-that they-ever escupied the-distriet
VOL. III. cc
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during a sufficient length of time to have com-
pleted their construction. While, therefore, we
“must allow that the origin of the Hill-Castles
of Cornwall is involved in considerable uncer-
tainty, we at the same time maintain, that it is
with most probability ascribed to the ancient
Britons themselves, the original and constant
inhabitants of this peninsula.

But whoever the authors of these works may
have been, we cannot now survey their number
and extent, without being strongly impressed
with one reflexion, namely, that this district, now
so peaceful and prosperous, must at some period
have been the theatre of violence and terror in
no ordinary degree. Perhaps no portion of the
whole kingdom of equal extent, exhibits so many
remains of the labors of its inhabitants to
protect themselves from the outrages of war.
We may well contemplate with pleasure and
thankfulness the exchange of Druid superstition
for the benign influence of Christianity, and of

the horrors of savage warfare for the arts of civi- -

lization and peace: a change which revolving
ages alone have been sufficient to effect.



